19 November 2021

PARENT CIRCULAR 31/2021

From the Principal's pen
Dear Vossies,
With the exam in full swing, it is my privilege to address this newsletter to you.
Normally this time of the year is quite challenging, now more than ever. While most
are looking forward to the coming holiday, it feels as if the days are just getting busier.
Businesses are trying their best to make up for lost turnover; schools are trying to
create opportunities which they were not really able to give learners in the past two
years; and much more. I think most of us often wish that we could just escape and go
and live alone on an island somewhere. In my imagination I can already hear the
waves breaking and the gulls crying. The coconut in my hand is hard, but no matter, I
have time. No worries in the world.
If only it were so easy.
Actually, nothing stops us from just giving our thoughts wings and escaping for
a while to a world of fantasy where things always work out perfectly.
Allow me then the opportunity to tell you a story. Make yourself a cup of coffee, sit
back, kick off your shoes and let this story take you back to your school days.
The Plan

Biff!

The wad of wet paper hits Mr Selata against the back of his head and, for a
second, just hangs there as if it has defied gravity. Even in this absurd moment, while
Trevor is staring at the back of Mr Selata’s head, the picture reminds him of a
mountain-climber hanging onto a sheer cliff by his finger-tips.
Trevor has often wondered what it’s like if time stands still.
Now he knows.
A noticeable shockwave moves through the classroom and even Mr Selata stands
dead still, as if afraid of disturbing the thing which has made itself at home on the back
of his head.
All at once the wad of wet paper detaches itself and lands on the tile floor with a
splosh. Some are instinctively staring at John Ndali. It’s not that they saw him do it,
but he is the only one whose profile fits.
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The usual suspect.

The school bully.
The only one with enough guts to do something like this. Or the only one dumb
enough to do it. It just depends from whose perspective it is seen.
Trevor knows it was John. He saw it. John doesn’t know this. He thinks because
he sits right at the back against the wall, his cowardly deed went unnoticed.
With a face full of thunder and embarrassment, Mr Selata turns and extracts
his handkerchief from his pocket. Whilst wiping the back of his head and his neck, he
looks at the wad of paper first and then turns his eyes to roam the class. His expression
is so intense that some learners are moving around uncomfortably in their seats as
though they had done the deed
After an eternity of silence, Mr Selata hisses,
“Who was it?”
Two things happen spontaneously, actually three.
Firstly, some learners look down. They feel guilty but they don’t know why.
Secondly some learners look around to see who will take responsibility for such a
dastardly deed.
Thirdly Trevor looks directly at John, sitting to his left against the wall. This is
an involuntary reaction. Trevor can’t help it. The problem is that Mr Selata looks at
Trevor at that precise moment and notices the shocked frown on his forehead as he
stares at John. Immediately he turns to John
“Was it you, Ndali?” he asks aggressively with his knuckles white on the desk in
front of him.
If John is fazed, he does not show it. He merely lifts his arms, shrugs his
shoulders, and says insolently, “Why is it always me?”
“Well, my friend, your name precedes you. Why should I think it is not you?”
Just for a moment Mr Selata’s eyes check on Trevor, as if looking for support.
Immobile, Trevor is still staring at John
“Well, it wasn’t me.” As he says this, he looks around the class arrogantly and his
eyes come to rest on Trevor. The message there is very clear. Talk and you’ll see what
happens. Trevor shudders. Does John suspect that Trevor saw what he had done? Did
he see the eye contact between Trevor and Mr Selata?
While Mr Selata gathers himself and starts folding up his handkerchief he says
forcefully, “You are in grade 11 and you know how things work. This is quite simple
really.” For a moment he is quiet and then he carries on in a softer voice,
“I am a reasonable person. I will give the guilty party a chance to own up and
who knows – perhaps we can handle the incident here and now. If not, we will have to
pay a visit to Mr Renshaw.”
An audible sigh goes through the class.
Mr Renshaw. The Punisher.
The disciplinary head of the school. A nightmare to say the least. The fact that he
is an ex-policeman makes it even worse.
Everyone knows what Mr Selata’s warning entails. Mr Renshaw will have an
interview with everyone in this class and he is so good at his job that some people
whisper that he can read your thoughts. He has also been called a living lie-detector.
Never has he not been able to apprehend a guilty party.
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In his opinion there is nothing like the perfect crime.
Merely the fact that he sees school infractions as crimes, is enough to frighten
any learner.
Mr Selata’s eyes travel the class once again and hover for a moment at John
Ndali. “Are you sure you don’t want to say anything, Ndali?”
“My name is John.” John sits back in challenge mode with his arms folded. As if
caught in a cold war, they stare at one another. Trevor is amazed. He has never seen a
learner with such little respect for adults. While he wonders why John behaves in such
a manner, the bell rings. A sigh of relief washes over the class.
Without taking his eyes off John, Mr Selata says, “You know what’s coming, you
may leave.”
As if a fire has started in class, the learners storm for the door. It is a stampede.
Through the chaos Trevor can hear how Mr Selata is shouting in an effort to restore
order. It is futile. Even more disturbing is John’s challenging laugh which can be heard
above the din.
While Trevor’s head is still spinning around what has just happened, a voice
hisses in his ear. “I’ll kill you if you say anything.”
Without a doubt, John Ndali knows.
The rest of the day is a whirlwind. A permanent knot has found its way to
Trevor’s stomach. At times he feels nauseous. At other times he is light-headed.
Sometimes he finds himself staring into the distance as various questions tumble
through his mind.
When will Mr Renshaw call him in? How will he handle the questions so that Mr
Renshaw won’t know he is lying? Can he pretend to be ill? What happens if he starts
crying whilst Mr Renshaw is questioning him? Should he tell his parents? What will
John do to him? Was there not someone else who also saw what John did? How should a
person handle a bully?
In the movies it is always so simple. The solution is always so easy. Usually
bullies are depicted as big, bad-mannered, belittling, and surrounded by two or three
dumb followers. The poor fellows who are bullied are depicted on the other side of the
spectrum. Struggling, small, sorry for themselves, alone…the whole school normally
laughs at them. The highlight is always when the poor soul stands up to the giant and
shames him. Involuntarily he thinks of Spiderman. Isn’t there a radio-active spider
around to bite him?
Trevor sighs. If only it were so easy.
In reality, things are somewhat different. Especially when it comes to John. He
has a reputation as a fighter. Even the matrics are careful of him. The theory that a
bully will take flight if the proverbial small guy stands up to him, doesn’t count when it
comes to John. It is as if he longs for violence. As if he feeds something dark in his soul.
Just the thought alone sends a shudder through Trevor.
With the arrival of the last period, Mr Renshaw has already spoken with four
learners. Three girls and one boy. Each returned in tears. The boy tried to hide them
with his mask nearly over his eyes. Once again Trevor wonders when he will be called
in. Has Mr Selata perhaps let on to Mr Renshaw that he suspects Trevor saw
Page 3 of 16

something? If so, how come he wasn’t called in first? Is Mr Renshaw busy with a delay
technique? Maybe he hopes he will crack them with the tension.
Trevor feels like bursting into tears himself, when the last bell for the day
eventually rings. He cannot get out of class fast enough, away from John’s hissing
voice in his ear; away from Mr Renshaw’s detective eyes; away from fear; away from
his own conscience.
It feels as if everyone is staring after him as he takes the stairs down to the
ground floor two at a time. It is as if their thoughts are echoing off the walls and
hitting him between the shoulders.

There goes the coward!
He knows John Ndali did it, but he is too scared to say anything!
He is not worth the school’s uniform!
Let’s hope he doesn’t want to become a prefect!

Trevor hurls himself into his mom’s car and slams the door shut.
“Hey! You know your door doesn’t fit on my side! It’s made for your side! What’s
the matter with you?” His mom looks at him with a frown.
“Sorry mom, ...eh...I...I’m just hungry.”
His mother is still frowning as she pulls away. Trevor knows she isn’t happy with
his answer. He closes his eyes for a moment. He can kick himself for not being able to
control his emotions better. It won’t be long before his mother starts pulsing him about
his strange behaviour.
It takes ten seconds
“What happened?”
Uh.
“Nothing mom. It’s just been a long day and I am hungry.”
“I can see something is ....”
“Please mom!”
To his relief his mother doesn’t ask any further questions about what happened
at school. Maybe it’s her sixth sense warning her. Or she is also just tired. The frown
hasn’t disappeared, even when he mumbles an excuse to take flight to his room after
lunch. He feels bad for treating her in such an offhand manner, because his mother is
actually his confidante. Even so, he cannot share this dilemma with her. She will ‘lose
it’, and then he will literally lose his head.
While he was eating, a plan formulated itself in his mind. The plan feels shaky
and thin, as if he has to walk over the Pacific Ocean on a thin layer of ice. At any
time, everything can fall apart, but what other options are there? Adapt or die.
His plan centres around a single goal.
He must dupe Mr Renshaw.
If, during questioning, Mr Renshaw does not realise that Trevor is lying then the
whole thing will die a silent death. Except if John Ndali decides to come out with the
truth, naturally. Trevor grimaces. The chances that John will own up are less than nil.
To beat Mr Renshaw at his own game is not so easy. Those who have been
questioned by him say that he is a master at reading body language. Apparently, he
can see a lie a mile away. A living lie-detector.
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Without wasting time, Trevor switches on his laptop and drums his fingers on
the desk impatiently while waiting for the program to load. After what seems like an
eternity, he keys the question into Google:

How to beat a lie detector test.

Nervously he glances at the door. If his mother sees him asking Google such a
question, she will be phoning his father immediately. Just to make sure she is not
perhaps checking through the keyhole, he turns his computer sideways. It’s time for
research.
His eye catches the number of results in answer to his question.

7 550 000.

Wow! How many people have asked this question already?
Holding his breath he looks at the screen. All the results look nearly the same.
One in particular catches his eye.

How to Pass a Lie Detector Test (Whether You're Lying or Not)

He reads the information. It looks reasonably simple…on paper.
He reads the article over and over. When he is sure he knows the information by
heart, he lies down on his bed with his hands behind his head.
Tomorrow it will be him and The Punisher.
........Will Trevor’s plan work out? See next week’s newsletter for the unravelling.
Vossies, thank you very much for everyone’s input and valuable contributions to
this amazing school. All the best for everything that must still be done during this busy
time. I leave you with the following words:

Have a peaceful weekend.

When you are in crisis,
God is not.
Lean on Him.

Annual general meeting
Please take note of the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING to be held on THURSDAY, 25
NOVEMBER 2021 at 18:00 in the Auditorium. The budget will be presented for approval at this
meeting.
We request the presence of the parents at this important meeting.

Page 5 of 16

ACADEMICS:
Text Books
Please note carefully how learners’ textbooks should be handed in.
Grade 8 – Tuesday, 23 November 2021
Ms H v d Merwe
All textbooks must be handed in
Time: 07:00 – 07:45
11:00 – 12:00
Grade 9 – Friday, 26 November 2021
Ms K Venter
All textbooks must be handed in
Time: 07:00 – 07:45
11:00 – 12:00
Grade 10 – Daily
Ms G Rautenbach
All textbooks must be handed in
Time: 07:00 – 07:45
Grade 11 – Every Friday

Grade 12 – Daily before each session

Ms M de Beer
All textbooks must be handed in
Time: 07:00 – 07:45
11:00 – 12:00
Ms E Swart
Ms L Fourie

Note:
If a textbook is lost, an amount of R250 must be paid in at the “Munt”. Proof of payment
must be produced at the bookstore.

Reports – 13 December 2021
Please note that grade 8 to 11 learners’ reports will be handed out (from 7:00 to 9:00) on Monday,
13 December 2021, at Vyfster Boys hostel study hall.

Exam arrangements for the Grade 8 to 11 learners
GRADE 8 AND 9:
Note that the exam for the grade 8 learners ends on 23 November and for
the grade 9 learners on 26 November. The school day starts at 07:45 and ends at 11:00.
GRADE 10 AND 11: Note that the exam for the grade 10 learners ends on 29 November and for
the grade 11 learners on 26 November. Learners only come to school on the days that they write.
There are two sessions. Session 1 begins at 7:45 to 11:00 and session 2 begins at 12:45.
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The grade 8 to 11 learners have their time-tables. These time-tables are also available on our
website and at the school. Aquaint yourself of your child’s exams and times and please see that
the necessary preparations are done.
Note that the Department requires a medical certificate should an exam be missed. It is the
learner’s responsibility to make arrangements with the relevant teacher for a sick test.

Exam timetable grade 8 to 11

Hoërskool Ben Vorster Eksamenrooster / Exam Time Table November 2021
GRAAD / GRADE 8
WEEK 3

GRAAD / GRADE 9

Maandag / Monday
22/11/2021

GESK / HIST (1 uur/hour)

FW / PS (1,5 ure/hours)

Dinsdag / Tuesday
23/11/2021

FW / PS (1,5 ure/hours)

KK / AC (1,5 ure/hours)

Woensdag/Wednesday
24/11/2021
Donderdag / Thursday
25/11/2021

REK / ACC (2 ure/hours)
WISK / MATH (1,5 ure/hours)

Vrydag / Friday
26/11/2021

ENG HL (1 hour)

HOËRSKOOL BEN VORSTER
GRAAD 10 / GRADE 10
Eksamenrooster / Exam Timetable November 2021
DATUM /
DATE

Sessie /Session 1

Sessie / Session 2
Week 4

22-11-2021

23-11-2021

24-11-2021

25-11-2021

26-11-2021

29-11-2021

Ekonomie V2 (2½ ure)
Economics P2 (2½ hrs)
IT V2 (Teorie) (3 ure)
IT P2 (Theory) (3 hrs)
Landbouwetenskap V2 (2½ ure)
Agricultural Science P2 (2½ hrs)
Afrikaans HT V1 (2 ure)
English HL P1 (2 hrs)
Sepedi / Xitsonga HL P1 (2 hrs)

Lewensorientering (2 ure)
Life Orientation (2 hrs)
Toerisme (3 ure)
Tourism (3 hrs)

Besigheidstudies V2 (2 ure)
Business Studies P2 (2 hrs)
Landboubestuurspraktyk (2½ ure)
Agricultural Management Practice (2½ hrs)
English FAL P1 (2 hrs)
Afrikaans EAT V3 (2½ ure)
Week 5
Geografie V2 (2½ ure)
Geography P2 (2½ hrs)
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HOËRSKOOL BEN VORSTER
GRAAD 11 / GRADE 11
Eksamenrooster / Exam Timetable Nomember 2021
DATUM / DATE

Sessie /Session 1

Sessie / Session 2
Week 4

22-11-2021

23-11-2021
24-11-2021

25-11-2021

26-11-2021

Wiskunde V2 (3 ure)
Mathematics P2 (3 hrs)
Wiskunde Geletterdheid V2 (2 ure)
Maths Literacy P2 (2 hrs)
Besigheidstudies V2 (2 ure)
Business Studies P2 (2 hrs)
Visuele Kuns (3 ure)
Visual Art (3 hrs)
IT V2 (Teorie) (3 ure)
IT P2 (Theory( (3 hrs)
RTT V2 (Teorie) (3 ure)
CAT P2 (Theory) 3 hrs)
English FAL P1 (2 hrs)
Afrikaans EAT V1 (2 ure)

Grade 12 Year-end Exam Time Table
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GENERAL:
The Noah Bird – Festive Promotion
The festive season is a time which many long for - some rest; a little time with loved ones; a time
of hope!
For those who have not yet read 'The Noah Bird'; for those who are looking for hope; and for those
who enjoy surprising plot twists ... this is the answer for that someone special.
You can treat someone to a message of hope at the unbeatable price of R100 per book.
This promotion will only be for November.
JHJ Van Staden's novel will add wonderful hope to herald the festive season.

SPORT:
7 Provincial players for the Vossies
Hoërskool Ben Vorster is once again well represented in the Limpopo Provincial cricket teams this
year. Players will be participating in Cricket SA’s national tournaments in December 2021.
Ruan Paulse and Edward Clements have been chosen for the U/19-team which will be playing in
the Majola week in Potchefstroom from 18-22 December 2021. During this prestige cricket week,
players for SA Schools and the Colt team will be chosen. Tristan Buglass has been chosen as a
reserve.
Nsuku Mathye and Gideon Goosen will be representing the U/16-team during the cricket week of
13 – 17 December 2021 in Pretoria. Cilliers van Heerden has been chosen as reserve.
Megan–Lee Mans has been chosen to represent Limpopo’s U/16-girls’ team and their cricket week
is in Port Elizabeth from 13 – 17 December 2021.
All the best to all the players.
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Ruan Paulse, Edward Clements and Tristan Buglass (reserve)
have been chosen for the U/19-team.

Nsuku Mathye, Gideon Goosen and Cilliers van Heerden (reserve)
have been chosen for the U/16-span.

Megan-Lee Mans has been chosen
for the girls’ U/16-team.
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Vossies Swim to 13 First Places!
Seven swimmers of Hoërskool Ben Vorster participated in the “Age Group 5” swimming gala in
Polokwane on Saturday, 6 November 2021.
The swimmers performed excellently. The results are as follows:
Elné Haynes G U/14 – Three 1st places and one 2nd place.
50m-freestyle 1st
100m-free 2nd
50m-fly 1st
100m-fly 1st
100m-backstroke 1st
Yvonne Botha G U/16 – Three 2nd places.
100m-free 5th
50m-fly 4th
50m-breaststroke 2nd
100m-breaststroke 2nd
100m-backstroke 2nd
Joszua Joubert B U/15 – One 1st place and four 2nd places.
50m-free 2nd
100m-free 2nd
100m-breaststroke 2nd
100m-backstroke 2nd
200m-backstroke 1st
Jason Loucao B U/15 – Five 1st places.
200m-IM 1st
100m-breaststroke 1st
200m-breaststroke 1st
50m-backstroke 1st
100m-backstroke 1st

Jason Loucao B U/15 –
Five 1st places.

Juan Meintjes S O/15 – Two first places, One 2nd place and two 3rd
places.
50m-free 1st
100m-fly 3rd
50m-fly 1st
50m-backstroke 2nd
200m-IM 3rd
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Armand van Vuuren B U/16 – One 1st place, one 2nd place.
50m-fly 4th
100m-backstroke 2nd
200m-backstroke 1st
Marnus Kruger B U/17 – One 1st place and three 2nd places.
100m-free 2nd
50m-fly 2nd
100m-fly 1st
100m-breaststroke 2nd
Congratulations to these Vossies. We are proud of you. Congratulations also to the two
swimming clubs: SHAMU and TASC on their swimmers’ excellent achievements.

Die Hoërskool Ben Vorster hosted a very successful rugby clinic!
On Saturday 13 November, Ben Vorster hosted a very successful rugby clinic, presented by the
newly appointed Director of Rugby, Reinhard Gerber.
Mr Archie Norval and the coaches of Ben Vorster planned the rugby clinic while Gerber was still in
Germany. It was really good to get going on arrival here in Tzaneen and the turnout was
unbelievable. There were close to 60 primary school boys from Tzaneen, Unicorn, Oosskool,
Drakensig, Noordskool, Dr Anneke, Suidskool, Duiwelskloof and Groenskool. The boys were full of
energy, keen to learn and one can see they are hungry to get back onto the rugby field. The
parents watched with enthusiasm and the feedback we got from them was really positive.
The boys started with a conditioning test in the Ben Vorster gymnasium, driven by Cornell Jacobs,
the schools Biokineticist and his staff. The anticipation was running high, and the boys were keen
to get onto the field.
Once on the field, the focus was on the four fundamentals of rugby - passing, defence, rucking
and continuity. The basics of every fundamental was thoroughly explained by Gerber and followed
by progressive drills. The Vossie coaches were phenomenal, as their passion, energy and
technical ability were clearly evident. The boys did really well, and all the primary schools must be
commended on the boys’ concentration, discipline and great character shown. They were there to
learn and be competitive.
After the session the boys enjoyed a nice cool down in the swimming pool, probably the highlight
of the day! The fathers and coaches stayed behind for refreshments and tasty steaks on the fire,
watching the Springboks thrashing Scotland. All the Ben Vorster fathers must be applauded for
organising the after-event function.
Thank you to the staff and coaches of Ben Vorster for making this event possible. Thank you to all
the boys and parents for investing in the boys’ lives in order for them to experience the Vossie
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Rugby high performance program. We would also like to thank USN, our new sponsor for 2022,
for the Sport drinks and health bars. Thank you also to BB Motors for sponsoring the meat for the
braai.
All in all the day was a great success.
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CULTURE:
Venter sisters shine in “Podiumpret” 2021!
Two learners of Hoërskool Ben Vorster, Helandré (grade 12) and Iloné Venter (grade10) have
undergone two rounds of the competition and have won through to the final of SA’s 2021
”Podiumpret.” Helandré obtained a 9th place in her grade and a 5th place in her category.
Congratulations, Helandré and Iloné – you make the Vossies proud and you make speaking to an
audience fun!
Helandré Venter
Grade 12

Iloné Venter
Grade 10

ATKV - Redenaars. Themes for 2022:
Grade 8-9 Huistaal/Eerste Addisionele Taal:
Krake/ Gids/ Erfenis
Grade 10-12 Huistaal/Eerste Addisionele Taal:
Keuses/ Grense/ Maatstaf
Start preparing so long - we are looking forward to 2022!
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Tosen culture centre
THE TOSEN CULTURE CENTRE OFFERS THE FOLLOWING FROM 2022!
Vossie Culture is very excited to announce that from 2022 we will be offering more cultural
activities at ‘Die Tosen’, after school hours. Apart from the ATKV Orators, On the tip of the Tongue
Orators, debate, sêr, Podium fun, cultural evenings, Die Poort, revue, Art Festivus and many other
activities, which are currently offered, the following will also be presented. Please contact the
coaches to book a place for your child for classes for 2022. Costs are determined by the
respective coaches. As the year progresses, more activities will be offered - so keep an eye on our
social media platforms!
Drama Classes
Guitar and drum lessons
Instruments

LIZE MALAN – 0791267749
CHRIS MOCKE - 0722418290
MARELI VAN DER WALT - 0842474558

Also keep an eye on our social media platforms for the launch of
VOSSIE CINEMA which opens one of these days! It's going to be
great fun for the whole family!

Vossie greetings

J.H.J VAN STADEN
PRINCIPAL

DATES 2021
PLEASE NOTE: These dates are subject to change
3 – 5 Desember
December
15 Desember /
December
13–17 Desember
December
13–17 Desember
December
16–20 Desember
December
18–22 Desember
December

4DE KWARTAAL / 4TH TERM
SWEM
:
LP club champs
SWIMMING :
SKOLE SLUIT
SCHOOLS CLOSE
KRIEKET
:
Seuns nasionale krieketweek O/16
CRICKET
:
Boys national cricket week U/16
KRIEKET
:
Dogters nasionale krieketweek O/16
CRICKET
:
Girls national cricket week U/16
KRIEKET
:
Dogters nasionale krieketweek O/19
CRICKET
:
Girls national cricket week U/19
KRIEKET
:
Khaya Mayola Seuns nasionale
krieketweek O/19
CRICKET
:
Khaya Mayola Boys national cricket
week U/19

Pretoria
Port Elizabeth
Paarl
Potchefstroom
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015 -0040257
015- 0040330

Coastal Hire
Thank you for the support.
Vossie Cricket!

Gratia Building
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